
Growing up in rural South Dakota during the Depression and the Dust Bowl, Hank Miles came to
appreciate the value of hard work. It also made him a very skilled operator of farming and construction
equipment, abilities that served him well in his career. At the same time his Catholic faith helped carry him
through some difficult times.

Hank grew up on a farm, left school at age 14, worked for the county as an equipment operator, joined the
Army and served in the Korean War. After the service he rejoined the county until a friend invited him to
come to the Twin Cities. One night at the Prom Ballroom Hank met his future wife Della. After their
marriage at St. Mark’s Church in St. Paul they moved to Roseville and had seven children, five boys and two
girls. Hank and Della were married 44 years when she died in 2004. Four of their boys are also deceased.
Hank credits their Catholic faith in helping them get through these hard times.

“For most of my career I was employed by municipal governments,” says Hank. “Roseville for 12 years and
Shoreview for 18 years. I learned quickly and was able to operate all the machines (scrapers to drag lines,
backhoes to snow plows) the cities used in construction and maintenance. For me operating equipment was
easy and enjoyable. I could run anything.”

After retiring from city work, Hank went back into agriculture. He spent many seasons helping on a family
sugar beet farm in the Red River Valley. “I’m a farmer at heart,” says Hank. “I love farming.”
 His involvement in Saint Rose ministries began after his wife passed away and he retired. “I couldn’t do
much around the church before because I was always on-call.”

At Saint Rose he began by helping Bob Houck deliver aluminum cans to recycling facilities to raise money
for the school. Hank recalls only one time in 20 years when they lost part of their load. “Something came
loose on the trailer and the cans were deposited along the road,” he says. “We picked up some, but left a lot
behind.” Later Hank became a sacristan, usher, Eucharistic minister, server at funerals, money counter and
Adoration Chapel adorer. Recent health issues forced him to retire from those ministries. In January he had
a heart valve replacement, a month later he fell on the ice, received a concussion and broke his neck. “I just
can’t help out at Saint Rose anymore,” he laments. “I really miss it.” 

Hank Miles

Some other things to know about Hank:
• As a teenager in South Dakota he used to chase pheasants on his
horse, jump off and catch them alive. 
• Hank was a long-time bowler, often bailing out his teammates at
tournaments. Their balls sometimes curved into the gutter while
Hank threw a straight ball.
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